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basis of the National Plan ? Are the planners aware that the
intelligent public considers their work as a " family affair " in
which the same people, the elders, have almost always the only
say ? And do they know that the population is sceptical of their
so-called propaganda which is mainly circulating among the
" family ", and that a few pamphlets and conferences are not
regarded as sufficient to arouse enthusiasm and understanding ?
The uneasy impression prevails that many of those who rush
from one committee meeting to another might be excellent
experts in their own field but do not look beyond their sectional
interests. Public opinion appreciates their contribution, but the
feeling is growing that something more is needed than reports,
broadsheets, statements and counter-statements, and manuals
which accumulate in this committee-ridden atmosphere. Grave
doubts exist as to whether all these laboriously prepared but
isolated utterances will ever make a coherent whole, will ever
produce the National Plan of Great Britain. To be an expert
is not to be a planner, whose task it is to co-ordinate expert
advice and to weld it together into a workable entity. In brief,
it is the old story that it is not easy to see the wood for the trees
if the mind is bent on one special problem only. Thus the
public doubt whether the policy pursued heretofore is a real
help to those who are actually directing the preparation of the
National Plan.
Can all these activities lead to a creative demobilisation, and
will they not be paralysed by their own inherent weakness ?
Let us sincerely hope that the red light which can already be
seen not too far ahead will stop this course. "Too late and
too little " are words which should not exist in the vocabulary
of those responsible for national planning. While we should
not be too sceptical in this respect, we should remember the
inter-war period and the uncreative demobilisation in practically
all countries after the last war. Failure to identify the demobilisa-
tion with the creative beginning of a new era will be tantamount
to a new declaration of war. And another war there will be if
we acquiesce in the belief that it is sufficient to change the
surface and leave the substance beneath it untouched. Quite
5 apart from the fact that such attempts are utterly superficial,
they must lead, in the end, to tensions which would destroy
any prospect of a peaceful development To-day we are wit-
nessing what unpreparedness for war means, and what sufferings
it entailed. We have got to understand that unpreparedness for
peace is not less dangerous. Every country has the responsi-
bility towards itself and the whole world to do its utmost to
prevent the repetition of such events. This time there will be
no excuse for evading actions, for the experiences -will be still